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EDITORIAL | VALUING OUR VALUES

Islam in the Global Areng

n the name of Allah, Mot At least the non-personal reasons why Find an African student desolate in a
Sracious, Most Merciful. one would leave his home country and Western university, who out of
live abroad are common to people. desperation to make friends wears
Recent happenings in the wofld Large number of cases are either incessant smiles and asks unnecessary
rom the crisis in the midd|e grounded on business or scholarship. In questions. Imprisonment is not limited
bast between Hamas and Isrfelthe context of ‘Third World’ — ‘First  to a confined life within the four walls
o the kidnapping of two Isradlli World’ drift for scholarship, better of a penitentiary following a juridical
soldiers by Hezbollah whigh learning facilities, commitment- order. In the sense of mental anguish
ooks like a bargaining stratefyy inducing environment, institutional and psychic trauma, imprisonment could
o get Lebanese prisoners [[in stability, and above all ‘more take place in one’s residence provided
srael released, but laler marketable’ certificates could be the certain things taken for granted are
tulminated into a crisis that sgw driving  forces. This  ‘qualitative’  curtailed. The freedoms to move around
he destruction of lives afld distinction existed even when the gulf have téte-a-téte and choice of activity,
broperties with unimaginable between the two worlds was not as wide once infringed, covertly or overtly,
consequences especially agajns®@s it is now. In the good old days when automatically hurls one into a prison of
| ebanon by crippling ity honour was not monetised, products of a first grade. This is why there is
holitical, economic, educatior]al prestigious foreign institutions were a wisdom in holding one liable for
bnd other relevant institutios pride to, and models for, not only their inhibiting another's movement in the
nto a situation that would take families but their nationalities. One name of false imprisonment under the
ime and resources to recove might imagine how comfortable life jealously guarded law of torts. Even
would be away from a home where the when movement is not only uninhibited
These and many other reasfpnsonly order was lack of order. Living in but is rather facilitated for instance by
have once again brought the ‘civilized’ ‘developed’ world, one an efficient transport system, no much
orward the debate about fhe from without might imagine them in a difference would be made provided
hosition of Islam and Musli mock heaven. The fantasies are greaterhome values are at variance with host
societies in the current glokjal now. Sometimes returnees are scoldedvalues. Would a typical English
hrrangement. The first questipn by friends and relatives for committing man/woman have the patience/time to
o be asked is why is it that the a great blunder: “Why waste this golden answer, even perfunctorily, more than
Muslim countries failed tfp opportunity of experiencing the best of one unnecessary question? But to the
brovide the desired leadersfjip lives in the best of places?” “Why come question: “what language did | hear you
n solving the crisis that affeqts back to this land of uncertainties, heat, speak on phone please?” an African

heir  neighbour, Lebano fears and tears?” lady would gladly answer: “Chichewa”.
rvhich they are also nt To a further one: “where are you from?”
nvulnerable from? The secolpd Unknown to the admiring fellow, life she would readily say: “Malawi”, and

uestion is why the diplomafjc away from home could be hell. With all pose her own question: “what about

offort, led by US and Britain fp that the foreign land holds, and with all you?” You may be lucky to break

bring the crises to an end turrjfed that home does not hold, home could be weeks-long mute and have lively

but to be mere politic§l unsurpassed. Life characterized by discussion to ensue on corruption or

cosmetics, and the ceasefire aswants and uncertainties could still be sports after disclosing your Nigerian

hot reached until the problgm better than life in the midst of plenty nationality!

pats deep into the well beinglfof and some measure of certainty. Ask a

he Lebanese people? well-fed prisoner who gets neither Africa is unique in many respects. It is
physical torture nor hard labour whether indeed a pride that the commodification

Dn the other hand, the coverggehe would forgo his precarious free life.  of life by the gain-motivated globalizing

Df Islam and the Muslims wasfjat system is yet to swamp out the time-

he centre stage. (@tinue o
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honoured values in the
continent. There are still things
outside the realm of the market.
The spirit of brotherhood and
neighbourhood are very much
alive to the extent that offers of
money in return for kindness
could be offensive. Do not
mind the corruption that
permeates our societies and/or
the parsimony of the few
egoistic well-to-do in our
midst. They are in a world of
their own. In another enviable
world, virtues reign and rule. It
is only that we take them as
given. Did you ever ponder
over how valuable your
neighbour is? Thought of the
psychological benefit of the
occasional  greetings  you
exchange or the feeling of
availability in  emergency
matters? Did you ever realize
the mutual security provided in
neighbourhood? Can you ever
imagine not knowing who lives
next to your door? Do you
realize our level of
responsibility and how rich our
culture is in providing for our
aged and younger ones? To
somebody who experiences life
in the so-called advanced
countries, these are some of the
issues he ruminates over when

‘imprisoned’ in a life that
knows no brotherhood or
neighbourhood. A life that

prides in extracting money in
every human activity. Where
relationships are seen from a
mercenary point of view only.

A life that sees symbol of

freedom/right in not knowing

next door neighbour let alone
how his life goes. It is a life

that does not value even
parenthood. Otherwise how is
consigning aged parents to the
‘care’ of state-managed homes
explicable? A life wherein a

daughter would ask “Am | a

doctor?” and hang up on a sick
mother  seeking for an

emergency help!

Sometimes | begin to wonder wherein We really deserve a salute for being
lies respect in or to a family life in the able to achieve some measure of
‘advanced’ countries. Is it in a child hybridization in this ‘value-freeing’
saying “no mum/dad this is stupid!” or world. The time has come (or rather it
“no | won't do it” to his parents? Orisit has been brought) when we can no
in not only condoning gay ‘marriages’ longer resist some alien cultures one of
with  ‘all’ matrimonial rights and which is for instance the Western
benefits but also sanctioning such education. At various levels, it is either
‘unnatural’ relationships by legislation you get educated or get subjugated. It is
like the UK Civil Partnerships Act? Or a choice between modernization and
does it lie in the ‘normalcy’ of over one- ‘colonization’. Barring few exceptions,
quarter of births taking place outside our institutions of learning depict
wedlock? Admittedly, social modernization less Westernization. For
disintegration is now ubiquitous. But it instance, a 60-year old professor
is a fact that our societies have not teaching a class of under-30s in the
degenerated to this level. Just remember‘advanced’ countries would insist that
the criticisms which greeted the he be addressed simply as ‘Stone’. In
introduction of the Child Rights Act in sharp contrast, our culture tells us that
Nigeria. To officially proclaim that you dare not call him anything other
children have rights against their parents than ‘sir’ for at least one of three
was seen as a kind of Westoxification. reasons: his age, his knowledge, or the
This explains why the Act remains fact of being your teacher. It is not
unreplicated in some states especially uncommon in our institutions for a
the ‘conservative’ ones. Is it teacher to address his elderly student as

conceivable to legalise gay relationships
in our societies? It is a path | believe our
legislators, notwithstanding that most of
them are “honourables without honour”,
would dare not tread. Nor is it an area
that would invite a judicial law-making
even in the eyes of the few “money for
hand” judges.

...Did you ever ponder over hc
valuable your neighbour is
Thought of the psychologic

benefit of the occasion
greetings you exchange or t
feeling of availability ir

emergency matters? Did yoeve
realize the mutual securi
provided in neighbourhood? Ce
you ever imagine not knowir
who lives next to your door? [
you realize our level «
responsibility and how rich ot
culture is in providing for ou
aged and younger ones?

somebody whexperiences life i
the soealled advanced countrie
these are some of the issues
ruminates over whe
‘imprisoned’ in a life that know:
no brotherhood 0
neighbourhood

‘'sir' (for his age) and the student
addressing his young teacher as ‘sir’
(for being a teacher). And these go
beyond words of mouth. They are more
of mind. Mutual respect is a social
treasure.

Yes they have qualities we have
unfortunately lost. Respect for time,
dedication to duty, ‘sincerity’, honesty,
etc. are virtues that have eased life in the
Western world. At the level of social
relation, you have the guarantee of
getting terms agreed to be dutifully
honoured; and you are insulated from
the fear of being swindled. For us,
sadly, these are scarce commodities.
Our inability to make headway despite
abundant ‘human’ and natural resources
could be attributed to this scarcity. Yet
we have cause to value our values which
remain uncorrupted. They are unique
and unrivalled. Perhaps it takes tasting a
life devoid of them for one to discover
their latency. A cow, it is said, does not
know the value of its tail until when it is
cut off.

This article was written by Mamman
Lawan Yusufari, a Lecturer at the
Faculty of Law, Bayero University,
Kano, currently on a PhD programme
at Warwick University.




“Islamic Terror”, Islam Phobia and All That

The announcement by British represented a moment of severe crisis destruction which turned out to have
intelligence last week that they for the West, in particular or the US and been deliberate falsehood, the Western
have uncovered a plot by a Britain, Israel's principal mentors. It media have parroted the British claims
group of so-called Islamists to was a war that has not discriminated as if they were gospel truth. So also
blow up an unspecified number between civilians and militia or between have much of our own local (Nigerian)
of aircrafts on their way to the Muslims and Christians. It has media that invariably take their cue
United States from the UK, deliberately targeted both civilian and from the Western media.
would have come as little or no military infrastructures, using the
surprise to most people. Since excuse that Hisballah, the Shia armed It is possible of course that this time the
before 9/11, but more so after it, militia whose capture of two Israeli British were justified to cry wolf, but
the governments of the Western soldiers in Southern Lebanon prompted whether or not the wolf existed, the
world, supported of course by the war, routinely used hospitals, announcement couldnt have been
their global media, have schools, civilian airports, etc, to attack better timed to succeed as a propaganda
succeeded in convincing their northern Israel with rockets. strategy to soften, if not eliminate, the
peoples to expect nothing but world’s opposition to the horror Israel
violence from Muslims within  While much of Europe’s leaders shed has unleashed on the helpless Lebanese.
and outside their midst. Since crocodile tears about Israel’s invasion of
9/11, Islam has been portrayed Lebanon, U.S. president, Mr. George What we have here is obviously a
as a religion of violence and an Bush, and his poodle, Mr. Tony Blair, blatant case of double standards. When
evil force that has come to the British Prime Minister, completely desperate and frustrated Muslims and
replace  Communism as the dispensed with such pretences. Far from Arabs attack civilian targets in Western
West's No. 1 Enemy, with a shedding any hypocritical crocodile countries that support and finance
capital E. tears for the Lebanese, they edged onlsraeli aggression in the Middle East, it
Israel to permanently destroy Hisballah is called Islamic terror. However when
Having fabricated a new as a force which has posed a seriousthe West and Israel use their superior
hideous masquerade to replacethreat to Western hegemony in the war machines to kill and maim civilians
an old, expired masquerade, it Middle East, particularly Anglo- and destroy their homes and
was only to be expected that the American hegemony. infrastructure in the Middle East and
custodians of the new elsewhere, it is rationalized as being in
masquerade would evoke it According to theNew York TimesBush defense of civilization.
every once in a while, even used his prerogative as a war
particularly in moments of leader to speed up the delivery of No one, | think, has captured this
crises, to scare their peoplesmissiles and other arms to Israel to double-think more accurately than

into line. replenish those it was unleashing on Robert Cooper, a close adviser to Blair.
Lebanon. According to Robert Kagan in his bgok
As Nigel West, a prominent Paradise and Power: America and

British journalist, said inThe With a crisis like that of Israelis Europe in the New WorJdCooper once
Spectatorof August 16, 2003, invasion of Lebanon, which world said on an occasion th@ihe Challenge
in wake of the controversy that opinion has deplored, even if of post-modern world is to get used to
surrounded the claim by British hypocritically in some cases, the Anglo- the idea of double standards. Among
Prime Minister, Mr. Tony Blair, Americans needed to create a red ourselves we keep the law, but when we
that Saddam possessed weapongerring not only to divert the world’s are operating in the Jungle (i.e. in the
of mass destruction that he attention from Israel’'s horrendous crime rest of the world) we must also use the
could activate within 45 against humanity, but even to justify it. laws of the Junglelt is obvious from
minutes, The government is That red herring apparently came in the American and British foreign policies,
using the intelligence services shape of last week’'s announcement by if not those of the rest of the West, that
for political purposes and this British intelligence of a plot by so- they all subscribe to Cooper’s notion of
Soviet approach is making us a called Islamic terrorists to bomb any might being right.
less secure people. number of aircrafts out of the sky on

their way to the United States from This explains why both Bush and Blair
The war of mindless terror that Britain. continue to deny any linkage between
Israel unleashed on Lebanon their policies and the so-called Islamic
four weeks ago or so clearly As was the case with the propaganda terror. But as eveifhe Economistthat

about Iragi’'s weapons of mass icon of Western libertarianism has said,




It is absurd to deny the One famous, or more accurately undesirable and a violation of his
possibility of a connection with infamous, manifestation of this Islam fundamental rights to freedom from
Irag ... Mr. Blair himself has phobia occurred, of all places, during discrimination. Ihenyen was to have
talked often of the need to tackle the finals of the last World Cup, gone to court on October 12, 2000.
the causes of terrorism between France and ltaly. During that
including Israel’'s occupation of match the whole world saw Zinedine | don't know if he ever did, but it does
the West Bank and Gazdhe Zidane, France’s captain and widely seem that his prayers have now been
EconomistJuly 23, 2005). acclaimed as the world’s best footballer answered. However, as | pointed out in

in the last decade, head butt Marco an article inThe Comebf October 11,
Deny it as they would it is the Materazzi, an Italian player. That head 2000 and subsequently in another article
foreign policies of Western butt earned Zidane a red card and in the New Nigerian and the rested
governments, especially those marred what would have been a glorious Country of September 9, 2002,
of America and Britain that exit from football as he had announced following the phasing out of Arabic
have planted hatred against thethat he would be retiring from football from the Department of Languages of
West in the hearts and minds of after the World Cup. the Nigerian Defence Academy,
the victims of those policies. As Kaduna, nothing could be more
Noam Chomsky, a professor of It turned out that Materazzi insulted ridiculous than Ihenyen’s prayers.
Linguistics at Massachusetts Zidane by calling his mother, who is an
Institute of Technology and a Algerian immigrant, a terrorist whore. First, even though Arabic was the
leading world essayist said in Only a superhuman could have resisted original language of the Quran, Islam’s
his book, Power and Terror: reacting to that gratuitous insult the way Holy Book, the language is no longer
Post 9/11, in answer to Bush’s Zidane did. any more synonymous with the religion
rhetorical question, Why do than English is with Christianity. Today
they hate us when we are soHere at home we have had our own there are millions of Christian Arabs
good?, the answer lies in what variant of Islam phobia even at policy reading their Bible in Arabic as there
America has been doing abroadlevels. The most recent case at this level are tens of millions of non-Arab
in sharp contrast to what it has has been the announcement by Muslims worldwide reading their Quran
been preaching. Professor Charles Soludo, the Governor in English. Right here in Nigeria, |

of the Central Bank of Nigeria, that our remember back in my primary school
Said Chomsky, So if you want new currencies will no longer carry days in Kano in the late 50s and early
to listen to some voices outside Arabic inscriptions. This decision must 60s, the Sudan Interior Mission (SIM)
the cocoon, its not heard to hearhave been approved by President used to publish a lot of its Christian
them, and they will answer the Olusegun Obasanjo himself, who, as a tracks in Hausa using Arabic alphabets.
guestions about why there’s a self-proclaimed born-again Christian
campaign of hatred against us, should have been more circumspect Second, English is no more indigenous
whether it is now or in1958, and about such a decision which is bound to to Nigeria than Arabic. Indeed Arabic
in good part of the rest of the provoke Muslim anger. as the language of scholarship in what
world where people just don't was to become Northern Nigeria after
enjoy being ground to dust As a born-again Christian and the leader colonial conquest has been a much
under somebody’s boot. They of a multi-religious Nigeria, Obasanjo older language in Nigeria than English.
don't like it and it leads to oughtto be pursuing policies that should
hatred. You can indulge in unite Muslims and Christians and Last, but by no means the least, today’'s
fantasies if you like but that's a people of other faiths instead of policies English numerals themselves are of
choice. that will bring them into conflict. Arabic origin. That is why they are

called Arabic numerals as compared to,

And just as the foreign policies The apparent assumption of the decision say, Latin numerals. So if those asking
of Western governments, and to remove Arabic inscriptions from our for the removal of Arabic inscription
one must now add, their currencies is that Arabic is synonymous from our currencies want to do a
worsening domestic ill- with Islam. This assumption is thorough job of it, they ought to be
treatment of immigrants, widespread among non-Muslims but it asking for the removal of the numbers
especially Muslims and Arabs, is thoroughly mistaken. Nearly seven on the currencies as well. But then that
are responsible for Islamic years ago, the National Interest would amount to what philosophers
terror so also have the policies (October 7, 2000), reported one lawyer, would call reductio ad absurduni.e.
and the ill-treatment spawned Hya Osahon Ihenyen, as threatening to the application of the rules to such an
Islam phobia among ordinary sue the Federal Government for extent that the result would be
Westerners. retaining Arabic inscriptions on our ridiculous.

currency because, according to him,

those inscriptions were offensive,




Evidently the decision to

remove the Arabic inscription
in our currency is as unwise as
it is illsinformed. The

inscription merely uses Arabic
alphabets to tell the value of
the currencies in Hausa.
Leaving the inscription does
not detract anything from any
non-Muslim or non-Hausa
speaker. Those who think it
does presumably subscribe to
the notion that what is good for
your enemy, real or imagined,
must necessarily be bad for
you. The notion is as silly as it
is illogical.

The Federal Government should

therefore rethink its decision

even if the new currencies have

been printed, since such printing
is a continuous exercise.
Otherwise the government will
stand guilty of Islam phobia.
However, whereas such
disease is
among ordinary non-Muslims
who know no better, it is simply

inexcusable among government

officials who should know

better than to allow their

thinking to be swayed by cheap
Western Islam phobic

propaganda.

This article was written by
Muhammad Haruna and
published by the Daily Trust
Newspaper on Wednesday,
August 16, 2006 / Rajab 22,
1427 A.H. It is available online
at:
www.gamiji.com/haruna/harun

a.htm

Islam in the media is generally
associated with the desert, with a
Bedouin life style, with backwardness,
with violence and terrorism, and with
the maltreatment of and discrimination
against women. It is generally portrayed
as a threat to free thought and civil
liberties, a threat to progress and
development, and a threat to world
peace and stability.

There are in my opinion several
reasons. The first is ignorance. Most
Western journalists and producers who
work on Islamic issues happen to know
very little about Islam and its culture. It
is doubtful that much progress has been
made in this field. How many British
journalists learn the Arabic language for
instance?

The Arabic proverb goes: “People are

We have seen many instances in which enemies of what they ignore.” It is

the media takes upon itself the task of
confronting this ‘threat’ not only by
highlighting its alleged dangers, but also
by condoning the violations by Muslim
world dictatorships of some of the most
important values of the Western
civilisation. Not only are the repression
of Islamic political activists and the
violation of their basic human rights by

a . . . e
repressive regimes justified, but the
understandable P 9 J

interruption of the democratisation
process in much of the Muslim world is

evident that those who spend some time
in the Arab or Muslim countries, such
as diplomats, businessmen and some
journalists, and those who learn Arabic
or study Islam sympathise with Islamic
questions more than those who do not.

Much of the ignorance and prejudice
against Islam emanates from the
secularisation thesis. The origin for the
struggle for secularism as it has been
understood in the West has prejudiced

defended under the pretext that such afoundations and it has most frequently

process could, if allowed to continue,
lead to the replacement of existing
dictatorships by Islamic regimes.

It is true that Islamic issues in the
Muslim world have not enjoyed an
objective coverage. A fair coverage is

anti-Muslim prejudices. It has been
shown, for example, that the very
crystallisation of the idea of Europe in
the period of the holy war was anti-
Muslim. It has also been pointed out
that some of the great heroes of
tolerance in the West, for example

rare in the cases of Palestine and Voltaire, were themselves deeply anti-

Lebanon, or let us say in connection
with the Arab-Israeli conflict. Apart

from the initiatives of Robert Fisk to

address the problem objectively, the
media in Britain has generally been
supportive of the Israeli point of view.

In covering the news of the conflict in

Egypt and Algeria, the media takes the
side of the regimes and adopts their
narrative of the events and their version
of analysis.

It is not my intention to indulge in

Muslim. One of the final remarks of
Voltaire when writing to Catherine the
Great just before his death was that he
had one regret in his life, that he
personally could not get his hands
around the neck of a Muslim. This was
from the great advocate of tolerance.

The second reason is the legacy of the
colonial era. Where such legacy is non-
existent we find that the coverage is
relatively more objective. Compare, for
instance, the British media coverage of

enumerating cases and examples of the events in Algeria with the coverage

unfair and non-objective coverage of
Islam in the British media. What |
would like to put forward before you is
an attempt to explain why the British
media is biased against Islam.

of the events in Sudan. In the first case,
no historical colonial legacy exists, and
evidently, the British media is more
objective on Algeria than - for example
- the French media. In the second case,
the British media coverage is rather
hostile and is extremely biased and non-




objective. The problem in
Sudan is always portrayed in
the image of a barbaric, strong
and densely populated Muslim
North that endeavours to
devour or Islamise by force a
weaker and less populated
Christian South. The Arab
Muslim  north is  held

responsible for the famine and
other forms of suffering that
have stricken the South. There
is no room in the British media
for a coverage of Garang's
crimes against humanity. The
destruction of thousands of
families and the recruitment of
tens of thousands of children in
his army, could have been
nominated for the award of
modern time tragedy.

Thirdly, there is a deep rooted

malpractice and literalist

interpretations. The Saudi model has
been a source of inspiration for
whoever contemplates writing against
Islam. King Fahd's famous

pronouncement that elections are
forbidden by Islam, and his religious
establishment's fatwa that women are
forbidden from driving cars, are few

examples of an endless list of such
distortions. On the other hand, these
governments instigate the media in
Britain to write against Islam and the
Islamists. Foreign ministries in several
Arab countries have been preoccupied
with providing information to the

media in the West in order to distort
Islam and the Islamic movement. Take
for instance the Tunisian case. The
picture portrayed by some sectors of
the British media of the Tunisian

World co-ordinated with several
journalists and producers. They
approached us for contacts and

background information to assist them
in covering stories in Algeria, Egypt,
Jordan, Sudan and the West Bank and
Gaza. Assignment, Living Islam, News
Night and Channel 4 News have done
stories which one can only commend as
fair and objective. The BBC world
Service in English has frequently sought
Liberty's opinion on and analysis of
developments in various parts of the
Arab world. | can confidently say that
there are today many more journalists
and producers than ever before who are
anxious to provide their audience with
fuller stories, clearer pictures and fairer
images.

This is an abridged version of an

Renaissance Party (Ennahdah) as being article presented by Dr Azzam Tamimi

terrorist, anti-Semitic and repressive is
neither the product of ignorance nor of

feeling that Islam and the West a journalistic investigation. It is rather
contradict each other, that they the product of direct co-ordination and

cannot coexist. There are thosecooperation

who believe that a competition
for survival has always existed
between the Islamic and

with  the  Tunisian
government. There is no historical
friction between Tunisia and Britain
and Ennahdah has no significant

Western civilisations and that if presence in the U.K. There are no more
one of the civilisations were to than 20 Ennahdah political refugees in
rise, that would have to be at the Britain, and none of them has been
expense of the other. Severalproven to pose any threat to or
writers in the West have challenge the values or institutions of
expressed this phobia in recentthis country. It is regrettable that
publications such as highly respected newspapers were
Fokuyama's “The end of persuaded by the Tunisian government
History” and Huntingdon's “The to publish unfounded allegations
Clash of Civilisations”. Strong against the movement and its leader
lobbies have emerged in severalportraying him as a terrorist.
Western capitals prophesying Oppressive dictatorships appeal to the
the inevitable clash between the West in the name of secularism to curb
two remaining antagonists, the the activities of Islamists. In the name
West and Islam. The mere of liberalism, these most abusive
advocating of Shari'ah, the law regimes warn the Western people
of Islam, is considered by some against the dangers of Islamism
lobbyists, such as Daniel Pipes, insisting that the emergence of an
Judy Miller and others, to be a Islamic state in Northern Africa or in
great threat to world peace andthe Middle East would jeopardise
stability. Western interests.

Finally, there is the role of the | would like to conclude by saying that |
Arab and Muslim governments am optimistic that the coverage of Islam
in distorting the image of in the British media will continue to
Islam. On the one hand, Islam improve. More and more journalists are
is distorted through ugly now anxious to pursue the truth. In the
models that are the products of last three years, Liberty for the Muslim

in a Workshop organised by BBC in
1995. It is available online at:

http://www.ii-
pt.com/web/papers/media.htm

Ed itorial (continued from page L

The nature of the coverage was not
divorced from the past which seems to
criminalise the Muslims as the ‘negative
other’, a fact that has been captured by
Elizabeth Poole and John E Richardson
in their book Muslims and the News
Media According to Poole and
Richardson, “ indeed, very few of the
more significant news stories of the past
few years have not included Muslims in
some form or other while very few of
the stories ‘about Muslims’ over this
same period have been about anything
other than the ‘the war on terror’. It is in
this climate of threat, fear and
misunderstanding that the reporting of
Islam and Muslims is currently
situated”.

The negative presentation of Islam and
Muslims in the news media has created
an image of Islam and Muslims that
symbolises nothing but fear, threat,
terror, and backwardness, while
ignoring other factors like colonialism
and foreign policy that put the world
into its current state; rather than asking




questions, the media has
positioned itself as the trumpet
of those in authority. But as
Robert Fisk Observed, the duty

of the journalist is “to
challenge authority-all
authority- especially when

governments and politicians
take us to war”. We therefore
call on the media to consider
the imbalance in reporting
Islam and issues affecting
Muslims so that people can get
the factual account of what is
driving the world into political
turmoil.

The Muslim world on the other
hand should think carefully
about the state of the Ummah
and provide an enabling
environment that will produce
the kind of people described in
the Qur'an as “the best to arise
in the history of mankind”.

Such Ummah protects the
weak, provides justice to the
oppressed and is mindful not to
be unjust even to its enemy.
The sterling qualities of that
society would glitter and make
dormant the pen that tries to
portray it in a negative light.

NMF Delegates
Visit Yobe State

Students at Carlisle

A three man delegation of
Nigeria Muslim Forum, UK

visits 33 Nigerian Muslim

students currently studying at
the University of Central

Lancashire, Carlisle, and
sponsored by the Yobe State
Government. The delegation
admonished the brothers on the
importance of keeping together
in group rather than separating
individually. This according to

them will help in preserving the
good moral conduct of the
students, particularly in the
context of western societies

system of living is different from what
obtains in Nigeria.

The delegation also reminds the brothers
to keep to the Mosque and be mindful of
what they are eating. They advice the
students to be performing Ta'alim
session in the Mosque where they
should be reading from a particular
Islamic book and be reminding each
other about the moral life of a Muslim.
The event was highly interactive and
more of information dissemination with
the students asking several question
pertaining to the life of Muslims in the
UK. The delegation provided
appropriate responses and shared the
experiences with the students.

In his closing remarks, the Ameer,
brother Muhammad Jameel Yusha'u,
gave a formal invitation to the Muslim
brothers in Carlisle on the next
summer conference that will be held in
London on the 26th/08/2006.

The students expressed their profound
gratitude to Allah (SWT) for enabling
the delegation to visit and share their
knowledge and experience with them.
The prayed to Allah (SWT) to make the
visit a source of success, blessing and
forgiveness for the delegation, the
students and entire members of the
Forum. They also promised to
participate actively in the activities of
the Forum.

The visit which took place on 23iuly,
2007 includes the Ameer, Muhammad
Jameel Yushau, the publicity secretary,
Brother Salisu Abubakar and the former
Secretary of the Forum Dr Falalu
Dahiru Danwata.

The Yobe State Government categorised
the students into two; twenty-one
studying MSc Forestry at the National
School of Forestry, Newton Rigg (an
affiliate institute of University of central
Lancashire). They are Inusa Nguru
Muhammad, Gambo Joji Shinge, Hudu

whose approach to issues and Musa ,Lawan Adamu, Musa Usman,

Mallam Abdu Zanna, Abubakar A.
Makinta, Adamu Garba Dala, Umar
Sabo Gashu'a , Bulama Ali, Jibo
Abdullahi Umar, Alkali Umara Usman,
Bukar Mohammed, Karagama Kolo,
Kabiru Mohammed, Mannir Abba,

Mohammed Yayo Karage, Mohmmed
Adamu, Ibrahim Bukar Geidam, Gidado
Yawudi Ibrahim and Goni Ngoma.

The remaining twelve are studying MA
Business Management at the Cumbria
Business School, Carlisle — also an
affiliate institute of University of
Central Lancashire. They are Mustapha
Mohammed, Alhaji Malah
Kachallah, Wali Bulama, Mohammed
Bashir, Ahmed Ibrahim Karage, Musa
Audu, Sani Mohammed , Jummai
Mamman, Abubakar Shehu, Abubakar
Mahdi, Tijjani Ahmed Baba and Al
Goni Kadhgum.

ARRIVALS

In addition to the 33 Yobe State
students  mentioned above, the
following are from Kano State
University of Technology, Wudil:

1. Aminu Ahmed, PhD in Chemistry at
the University of Cardiff.

2. Abdullahi Nuhu, PhD in Chemistry
at the University of Cardiff.

3. Yusufu Bala Daraja, PhD
Agriculture at Reading University.

4. Bello Yunusa Makama, PhD
Chemistry at Reading University.

5. Abdullahi Mustapha, PhD
Chemistry at Glasgow University.

6. Ibrahim Abdullahi, PhD Statistics at
Queen Marry, University of London.

7. AbdulHadi Amin, PhD Mathematics
at University of Birmingham.

8. Ado Muhktar Bichi, PhD Geography

at University of Sheffield.




7. The Family of Dr and Mrs Habibu
D E A T H S Galadanchi, a Medical Doctor in
Sheffield has been blessed with a

baby boy named Muhammad.
1. Dr Arabo Ibrahim Bayo
lost his Nephew. May Allah (SWT) in His Infinite Mercy
2. Malam Isa Abdullahi, a bless these children, make them sources
former member of the of blessing for their parents and enable

Forum died recently. their parents bring them up in the right
3. Dr Usman Abdullahi lost manner, according to Islamic teachings,
his Father In-Law. ameen.

4, Dr Adnan Kabir, the

former Ameer of the NMF Shaikh Rashad Z Ali during his presenta-
(92-93) died recently. GRADUATION tion on “Muhammad (SAW): The Perfect Leac

May Allah (SWT) in His
Infinite mercy forgive him, 1. The Assistant Secretary of the

have mercy on them and give Forum, Waziri Kyari Mala, has

the family they left behind and successfully completed his degree
the Ummah in general the from the University of Central

fortitude to bear these losses, England in Birmingham.

ameen. 2. The Organising Secretary of the

Forum, Mu’azzam Ibrahim Dr Kabir Usman Kabo during his presentation

Umar, has successfully on “The High Morality of the Prophet (SAW)”.
B I R T H S completed his degree from the
University of Manchester.

Sister Aisha Zamzam Mutallab

1. The Family of Dr and Mrs has successfully completed her
Aminu  Sani Zauro, Radiography and Imaging degree
(Sheffield) ~has  been from  the  University  of
blessed with a baby boy Hertfordshire.
named Khahd' 4. Brother Shamsuddeen Salim has pr aminu zauro during his presentation on
2. The Family of Dr and Mrs successfully ~ completed  his  “Health and Nutrition of the Prophet (SAW):
Mukhtar Datti Ahmad Masters degree in Construction Prophetic Sayings and Modern Discoveries”.
(Doncaster) has been Management from the Sheffiled
blessed with a baby boy Hallam University.

named Muhammad.

3. The Family of Mr and gy Allah (SWT) make it beneficial to

Mrs Dauda Kontagora them and the entire Ummah,amen.
(Salford) has been blessed

with a baby girl named

Asma’. . . .
Malam Salisu Aliyu, Publicity Secretary, presen-

4. Th(? Family of Dr and Mrs ting the Conference Communiqué on behalf
Aminu  Bello Kasarawa of the Communiqué Committee.

(Sheffield) has been
blessed with a baby boy
named Aliyu.

5. The Family of Mr and
Mrs Mustafa 1. Salim
(Lndon) has been blessed
with a baby girl named
Safiyah. . The picture above is part of the Spring

6. The Fam”Y of Alhaji and  conference 2006 pictures presented in Dr Muhammad Sani Ibrahim while delivering
Mrs  Halilu Hamma e next column. It was taken at the end Vote of Thanks on behalf of the Organisers
(Leeds) has been blessed f the conference and features most of ¢ the Manchester Regional Branch.
Vljltn?ara baby boy named ihe participants.




